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BOISE – When the Coeur d’Alene Tribe wanted to buy the former greyhound racetrack 
in Post Falls and turn it into a casino in 1998, Idaho Gov. Phil Batt said no – tribal 
gaming should stay on the reservation. 

That restriction became state law in 2002. 

Now, however, gambling on slot machine-like devices is coming to Greyhound Park, 
prompting some Idaho legislators to complain they were “duped” into approving the new 
form of betting last year.  

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe sees a double standard. “It’s an economic and it’s sort of ironic 
that the governor said ‘No’ to us.” 

The kind of gaming in question is done on machines called “Instant Racing.” They have 
tiny, 2-inch screens in an upper corner on which the last few seconds of one horse race 
after another is shown, while operators bet and video slot machine-like reels spin with 
symbols. 

They’re considered parimutuel betting, like betting on horse races, because the risk is 
pooled among players around the country betting on various historical races. That 
concept is being challenged in court in Kentucky, however.  

Some lawmakers who’ve long been averse to an expansion of gambling in Idaho 
anticipated a different version of betting on simulcasts of horse races – not dinging, 
flashing machines that encourage rapid betting. 

“We’re going to wade in and see how it works in this market,” said Doug Okuniewicz, 
manager of Greyhound Park. “There are Indian casinos in the market, both just across 
the border in Washington, and south of Coeur d’Alene for the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, and 
those are full-blown gaming enterprises, they have all the accoutrements. These are not 
that kind of device … but to some degree, I think you’re probably hoping you have the 
same kind of clientele.” 
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Okuniewicz said he’s ordered 10 of the machines and hopes to have them up and 
running in May.  

Last year, representatives of Idaho’s horse industry told lawmakers that betting on 
randomly generated broadcasts of historical horse races would be a financial savior for 
their industry, as betting on live horse races happens only a few months of the year. 
Idaho already allowed betting on “simulcasts,” or real-time broadcasts, of horse races 
elsewhere. 

The new law authorizes the use of the historical horse race betting machines anywhere 
where simulcast betting is authorized. In Boise, Les Bois Park has announced plans to 
install 200 of the machines and expand its operating days and hours to stay open until 2 
a.m. seven days a week. 

Former Idaho Sen. Jim Hammond of Post Falls, now a member of Idaho’s state Racing 
Commission, said he doesn’t expect that to happen at Greyhound Park. “It just doesn’t 
compare to what’s happening in Boise,” he said. “They’re kind of the only game in town, 
where (in the north) there’s two well-established venues for that kind of entertainment, 
both out there by the airport in Airway Heights, and obviously down in Worley.” 

Hammond said he supports the move. “I think those horsemen, that industry needs as 
much help as they can get, and I’m willing to help them out,” Hammond said.  

Helo Hancock, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s legislative liaison, noted that the tribe didn’t 
take a position on last year’s bill. “I believe it’s pretty clear that they misrepresented 
what they sold the legislators last year,” he said. “If the Legislature is OK with a full-on 
expansion of casino gaming … there should be an open and honest discussion about 
it.” 

House State Affairs Committee Chairman Tom Loertscher, R-Iona, said, “At this point, 
I’m not sure how much we can do.” He said, “We probably have buyers’ remorse from 
having passed the statute not knowing what exactly was involved. Shame on us for 
doing that.” 

Currently, only three locations in Idaho have betting on simulcasts of horse races: 
Greyhound Park, Les Bois Park and Sandy Downs in Idaho Falls. More could open, 
however, if they were tied to horse racing tracks.  

Four states – Kentucky, Arkansas, Oregon and Wyoming – now allow betting on “instant 
racing” machines.  

Kentucky Downs in Franklin, Ky., offers full casino floors of the “instant racing” 
machines, and advertises on its website, “Instant Racing marked the first effort by 
racing interests to merge the ‘fun and flash’ of video gaming with the wagering 
excitement of horse racing.” 



In January, Les Bois Park officials took members of the House committee on a tour and 
showed them two earlier generations of the machines, but not the new ones that are on 
order.  

Okuniewicz, the Greyhound Park manager, said he hasn’t seen the machines in 
anything except brochures. But, he noted, “They’re trying to make them as appealing, to 
make the things look and play like a lot of other devices that people enjoy.” 

Hammond, of the racing commission, said he doesn’t see the new machines as a 
competitive threat to tribal casinos, saying, “It’s pretty small potatoes compared to what 
they’re doing.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Idaho tribes call ‘instant racing’ machines an ‘illegal hoax’ 
UPDATED:  
Tue., Jan. 6, 2015 

By Betsy Z. Russell betsyr@spokesman.com(208) 336-2854 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jan/06/idaho-tribes-call-instant-racing-

machines-illegal-/  

 

More Online 

Read the tribal leaders’ letter here. 

Read the Greyhound Park general manager's response here. 

BOISE – The chairmen of four Idaho Indian tribes are calling on the state’s governor 
and Attorney General to end the spread of so-called “instant racing” betting machines – 
like those at the Greyhound Park and Event Center in Post Falls – saying they violating 
Idaho’s gambling laws. 

The machines purport to be a new form of “pari-mutuel” betting on horse races, which is 
legal in Idaho; that’s betting where a pool of bettors splits the winnings. But the 
machines don’t display current horse races; they show a snippet of the end of an 
unidentified past horse race. 

The tribal chairmen called the spread of the new machines an “illegal hoax.” They were 
approved by state lawmakers the year before last at the urging of Idaho’s horse racing 
industry, which said allowing betting on past, or “historical” horse races, would help 
cash-strapped racetracks continue to be able to offer live racing. 

Doug Okuniewicz, general manager of the Greyhound Park and Event Center, said the 
tribes are demonstrating a double standard. 

“The entity that says it is not subject to any state regulation now wants to ask that same 
state to use its regulatory authority to put the regulated entity out of business so the 
unregulated entity can have a monopoly,” Okuniewicz said. 

When the slot machine-like machines, which have tiny screens in one corner on which 
the last few seconds of one horse race after another is shown while operators bet and 
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reels spin with symbols, started showing up at Idaho tracks last spring, some lawmakers 
said they’d been “duped.” 

So far, the instant racing machines have been installed at the Greyhound Park, Les 
Bois Park near Boise and an off-track sport bar in Idaho Falls. 

“All you have to do is go play them and ask yourself if you are actually betting on a 
horse race,” said Chief Allan, chairman of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe. “It’s a hoax that has 
consistently been found illegal in other states and these machines will continue to make 
a mockery out of the law until Idaho does something to stop it.” 

Okuniewicz said the horse racing industry welcomes and embraces the state’s 
regulatory role, while the Indian casinos fight or ignore any state regulation of their 
devices. 

“If anyone is being duped,” he said, “it is all of us that are being subjected to the fiction 
of calling a slot machine a ‘tribal video gaming device.’ “ 

Todd Dvorak, spokesman for Idaho Attorney General Lawrence Wasden, said, “We are 
reviewing the letter and will discuss its contents with the Legislature and the governor.” 

In their letter to Gov. Butch Otter and Wasden, the tribal leaders – from the Coeur 
d’Alene, Kootenai, Shoshone-Bannock and Shoshone-Paiute tribes – noted a 2006 
ruling by the Wyoming Supreme Court, which found that the machines were “a slot 
machine that attempts to mimic traditional pari-mutuel wagering” and that the court was 
“not so easily beguiled.” 

Idaho tribes offer slot machine-like betting machines at their tribal casinos, under 
compacts signed with the state pursuant to the National Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. 

“Collectively, Idaho tribes represent a top ten employer in the state with a nearly $1 
billion impact on the state’s economy,” Allan said. “We play by the rules and we’re proud 
that our gaming operations have allowed us to make contributions to better the lives of 
the people of Idaho. But the potential for limitless, illegal gaming in every county in 
Idaho puts that at risk in a big way.” 

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe proposed a tribal casino at the Greyhound Park in 1998, but 
the state said no, saying tribal gaming should stay on the reservation. But the new 
“instant racing” machines can be located at any facility authorized to offer betting on 
simulcasts of horse races, with up to one location allowed in each of Idaho’s 44 counties 
and no limits on the numbers of machines. 

Otter had no immediate comment. 

Gary Aitken, chairman of the Kootenai Tribe, said, “We look forward to working together 
with the State of Idaho to get this obvious double standard addressed.” 
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BOISE – The chairmen of four Idaho Indian tribes on Tuesday called on the state’s 
governor and attorney general to end the spread of so-called “instant racing” betting 
machines – like those at the Greyhound Park and Event Center in Post Falls – saying 
they violate Idaho’s gambling laws. 

The machines purport to be a new form of “pari-mutuel” betting on horse races, which is 
legal in Idaho. In pari-mutuel betting, all those with winning bets share the pool of 
money wagered on the race, minus taxes and fees. The machines don’t display current 
horse races; they show a snippet of the end of an unidentified past horse race. 

The tribal chairmen called the spread of the new machines an “illegal hoax.” They were 
approved by state lawmakers in 2013 at the urging of Idaho’s horse racing industry, 
which said allowing betting on past, or “historical” horse races, would help cash-
strapped racetracks continue to be able to offer live racing. 

Doug Okuniewicz, general manager of the Greyhound Park and Event Center, said the 
tribes are demonstrating a double standard. 

“The entity that says it is not subject to any state regulation now wants to ask that same 
state to use its regulatory authority to put the regulated entity out of business so the 
unregulated entity can have a monopoly,” Okuniewicz said. 

The slot machine-like machines have tiny screens in one corner on which the last few 
seconds of one horse race after another is shown while operators bet and reels spin 
with symbols. When they started showing up at Idaho tracks last spring, some 
lawmakers said they’d been “duped.” 

So far, the instant racing machines have been installed at Greyhound Park, Les Bois 
Park near Boise and an off-track sports bar in Idaho Falls. 
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“All you have to do is go play them and ask yourself if you are actually betting on a 
horse race,” said Chief Allan, chairman of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe. “It’s a hoax that has 
consistently been found illegal in other states, and these machines will continue to make 
a mockery out of the law until Idaho does something to stop it.” 

Okuniewicz said the horse racing industry welcomes and embraces the state’s 
regulatory role, while the Indian casinos fight or ignore any state regulation of their 
devices. 

“If anyone is being duped,” he said, “it is all of us that are being subjected to the fiction 
of calling a slot machine a ‘tribal video gaming device.’ ” 

In their letter to Gov. Butch Otter and Attorney General Lawrence Wasden, dated 
Tuesday, the tribal leaders – from the Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai, Shoshone-Bannock and 
Shoshone-Paiute tribes – noted a 2006 ruling by the Wyoming Supreme Court, which 
found the machines were “a slot machine that attempts to mimic traditional pari-mutuel 
wagering.”  

“We look forward to working together with the State of Idaho to get this obvious double 
standard addressed,” said Gary Aitken, chairman of the Kootenai Tribe. 

Todd Dvorak, spokesman for Wasden, said, “We are reviewing the letter and will 
discuss its contents with the Legislature and the governor.” 

Idaho tribes offer slot machine-like betting machines at their tribal casinos, under 
compacts signed with the state pursuant to the National Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. 

“Collectively, Idaho tribes represent a top-10 employer in the state with a nearly $1 
billion impact on the state’s economy,” Allan said. “We play by the rules, and we’re 
proud that our gaming operations have allowed us to make contributions to better the 
lives of the people of Idaho. But the potential for limitless, illegal gaming in every county 
in Idaho puts that at risk in a big way.” 

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe proposed a tribal casino at the Greyhound Park in 1998, but 
the state said no, saying tribal gaming should stay on the reservation. But the new 
“instant racing” machines can be located at any facility authorized to offer betting on 
simulcasts of horse races, with up to one location allowed in each of Idaho’s 44 counties 
and no limits on the numbers of machines. 

Otter had no immediate comment. 
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“Instant racing” machines flash neon colors at the Greyhound Park and Event Center in 
Post Falls, where for as little as a quarter, people can wager on historical horse races. 

Last year, the park installed the 35 machines with the goal of bringing in new business. 

“Certain people enjoy this more than betting on live races,” said Doug Okuniewicz, the 
park’s general manager. “It’s a little slicker and more fun for people who like the 
electronic side of things.” 

The brightly lit machines show snippets of unidentified races from the past, allowing 
bettors to wager on a continuous stream of horse races. Unlike simulcast betting – 
which the Greyhound Park also offers – there’s no 20- to 30-minute wait between races 
broadcast live from other locations, Okuniewicz said. 

But whether the instant-racing machines are allowed under Idaho’s Constitution is a 
matter of debate. Earlier this month, the state’s four Indian tribes asked Gov. Butch 
Otter to halt the spread of the machines, saying they represented an illegal expansion of 
casino-style gambling in Idaho outside of Indian reservations. 

The Kootenai County Prosecutor’s Office has asked the Post Falls Police Department to 
investigate the Greyhound Park’s machines, which could help resolve the legal 
question. Scot Haug, the city’s police chief, said he expects to send a report to the 
prosecutor within 30 to 45 days. 

“We’ll take a look at how the machines work, and a careful look at what the law says,” 
Haug said. “We’ll talk to experts who deal with these machines.”  

The Post Falls report could have statewide influence. In addition to the Greyhound Park, 
instant-racing machines are in use at Les Bois Park near Boise and an off-track sports 
bar in Idaho Falls. 

https://www.spokesman.com/staff/becky-kramer/
mailto:beckyk@spokesman.com
tel:+15094595466
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jan/21/horse-race-machines-spark-debate-for-idaho-tribes/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jan/21/horse-race-machines-spark-debate-for-idaho-tribes/


Okuniewicz, the Greyhound Park manager, said the machines are a form of pari-mutuel 
betting on horse races, which is allowed in Idaho. In pari-mutuel betting, winners share 
the pool of money wagered on the race, minus fees and taxes. 

Instant-racing machines were approved by Idaho lawmakers in 2013 at the urging of the 
state’s horse-racing industry, which said revenue from the machines would help support 
live-racing venues in the state.  

The Greyhound Park installed its first 10 machines last summer, with the remaining 25 
arriving in December. All of the machines were tested and approved by the Idaho 
Racing Commission, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Idaho State Police, 
Okuniewicz said. 

He said the tribes are trying to protect their own casinos from losing revenue to other 
gaming operations. “I think their concerns are exclusively competitive,” he said. “There’s 
no basis for what they’re alleging. They want a monopoly.” 

But Heather Keen, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s public information officer, said the tribes 
and state legislators were misled about the machines. 

Instant-racing machines were portrayed as a “quaint way” to bet on races from the past, 
she said. Instead, “they look an awful lot like slot machines,” Keen said. 

Idaho tribes offer slot machine-like betting games at their casinos, under compacts 
signed with the state pursuant to the National Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. The 
casinos were intended to help lift tribal members out of chronic poverty, said the tribes’ 
letter to the governor. 

The letter to the governor was signed by the chairs of the Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai, 
Shoshone-Paiute and Shoshone-Bannock tribes. 
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Greyhound Park and Event Center General Manager Doug Okuniewicz talked about the 
park’s new instant horse racing terminals at the facility Tuesday in Post Falls. (SR 
photo: Kathy Plonka) 

“Instant racing” machines flash neon colors at the Greyhound Park and Event Center in 
Post Falls, where for as little as a quarter, people can wager on historical horse races. 
Last year, the park installed the 35 machines with the goal of bringing in new business. 
“Certain people enjoy this more than betting on live races,” said Doug Okuniewicz, the 
park’s general manager. “It’s a little slicker and more fun for people who like the 
electronic side of things.” But whether the instant-racing machines are allowed under 
Idaho’s Constitution is a matter of debate. Earlier this month, the state’s four Indian 
tribes asked Gov. Butch Otter to halt the spread of the machines, saying they 
represented an illegal expansion of casino-style gambling in Idaho outside of 
Indian reservations/Becky Kramer, SR. 
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The big Julyamsh powwow held annually at the Greyhound Park in Post Falls has been 
canceled, the Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort announced Friday.  

The announcement comes as four Indian tribes in Idaho press the state to outlaw 
electronic “instant racing” betting machines. One of the locations in the state that has 
the machines is the Greyhound Park and Event Center.  

Heather Keen, Coeur d’Alene Tribe spokeswoman, confirmed that the cancellation was 
the result of the instant racing controversy. 

“The decision was made to move the powwow away from Greyhound Park because the 
tribe cannot condone the illegal activity taking place there, nor can the tribe condone the 
hostile and belligerent statements made recently by the Greyhound Park manager 
about the tribe and Indian gaming,” she said. 

Allison Moses, operations manager at the Greyhound Park, said she hadn’t been 
notified that the Coeur d’Alene Casino was canceling the powwow.  

“It’s not anything from our end,” she said. “The Coeur d’Alene Casino runs it, so check 
with them.” 

The cancellation was announced by the casino in a news release Friday afternoon. The 
release said the event is the largest outdoor powwow in the Northwest and among the 
largest such events in the nation, with 1,600 participants and up to 30,000 spectators 
over three days. It’s been held in Post Falls for 17 years.  

The tribe hoped to hold the event on the Coeur d’Alene Reservation, but “the lack of 
space outdoors and infrastructure necessary to conduct it, are given as reasons for the 
cancellation,” the news release said.  

“We don’t want to close the door to restoring Julyamsh in the future, but we will not be 
staging it this year,” casino CEO Dave Matheson said in the release. 
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The Coeur d’Alene Tribe is one of four tribes that have asked Idaho Gov. Butch Otter to 
put an end to the slot-style instant racing machines, which allow people to wager on 
historical horse races for as little as a quarter. The tribes say slot machines are 
outlawed under the Idaho Constitution.  

The Kootenai County Prosecutor’s Office has asked the Post Falls Police Department to 
investigate Greyhound Park’s machines, which could help resolve the legal question.  

Greyhound Park installed its first 10 machines last summer, with the remaining 25 
arriving in December. All of the machines were tested and approved by the Idaho 
Racing Commission, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Idaho State Police. 

Doug Okuniewicz, the park’s general manager, told The Spokesman-Review earlier this 
month that the tribes are trying to protect their casinos from losing revenue to other 
gaming operations. “I think their concerns are exclusively competitive,” he said. “There’s 
no basis for what they’re alleging. They want a monopoly.” 

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe has asked Idaho lawmakers to consider a bill repealing the 
2013 law that allowed the spread of the machines in the state.  
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The Idaho Legislature goofed in 2013 when it authorized the use of instant horse racing 

machines in non-tribal locations. These are nothing more than illegal slot machines with 

a misleading name. Players don't actually watch these "historic" races; the races on the 

machines whiz by faster than Secretariat in his wildest dreams. Therefore, the 

Legislature's mistake must be rectified, and smart money says it will be during the 

current legislative session. But enough of the pounding on Post Falls Greyhound Park 

and Event Center and its manager, Doug Okuniewicz. When Greyhound installed 35 of 

the instant horse racing machines last year, it was acting within the law. Greyhound's 

objective was the same as every other business: to make money. What makes 

Greyhound Park and Event Center different from some local businesses is the way it 

gives back to the community/Coeur d'Alene Press Editorial Board. 
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BOISE – The manager of the Greyhound Park Event Center in Post Falls told Idaho 
lawmakers Monday that the park will shut down if they repeal the law that allowed slot 
machine-like “instant racing” terminals to be installed there last spring. 

“I don’t see any other future for the location, other than some sort of retail,” Doug 
Okuniewicz said after the hearing, which will continue on Wednesday. “We’ve been 
operating at a loss for years. … with the hope that one day we could get legislative 
approval to expand gaming and … maybe keep the place kicking.” 

The Greyhound Park, which Okuniewicz said employs about 15 people, opened in 1988 
for live greyhound racing, but that ended in 1995 after allegations of abuse of dogs, and 
big financial losses at the track, which at its peak employed 200 people. In 1996, Idaho 
lawmakers outlawed dog racing, saying it was a mistake to approve it in the first place, 
but the park was “grandfathered in” and allowed to continue to conduct betting on 
simulcasts, or broadcasts of races conducted elsewhere. 

In 1998, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe wanted to buy the park and turn it into a casino, but 
then-Gov. Phil Batt said no, saying gaming should remain on tribal reservations. 

Okuniewicz said the Greyhound Park, which also hosts events, has struggled. “We 
haven’t been profitable for seven to 10 years,” he said. He said, “It’s a single-purpose 
kind of building. It was built specifically for racing.” 

Recently, he said, “It’s been less and less of a going concern each year.” 

Betting on simulcasts of races was initially enough to keep the park in the black, he 
said. “But the simulcasting business has been eroded over the years, for a number of 
reasons, one being that you can now gamble on the Internet.” The other, he said, is 
competition from other gambling options, including tribal casinos. 
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Idaho lawmakers in 2013 voted to allow betting on “historical horse racing,” defined as 
similar to simulcasts but involving races that already have occurred. They were 
surprised to see the machines show up this year, looking and acting like slot machines. 

Now, the Legislature is holding a hearing on new legislation to repeal the 2013 law; SB 
1011 was proposed by the Coeur d’Alene Tribe. Helo Hancock, legislative affairs liaison 
for the tribe, showed the Senate State Affairs Committee videos of the machines now in 
use. In the videos, the player pushed a button, music played and cherries spun, and the 
player won or lost; then the process was repeated. 

“You can be paid without even picking a horse,” he said. “The machines we see today 
at the racinos in Idaho are not what were presented to the Idaho Legislature two years 
ago. They’re not legal, and they must be stopped.”  

Backers of Idaho’s horse racing industry filled the hearing to oppose the bill; a share of 
the proceeds goes to prop up the dwindling industry. 

Famed Idaho jockey Gary Stevens was among those speaking. He won his first race at 
Boise’s Les Bois Park at the age of 16, and went on to become one of the most 
successful jockeys in history, as well as an actor and sports commentator. 

“I do not want Les Bois Park to stand vacant,” Stevens told the senators. “There will not 
be another Gary Stevens come out of Idaho without the opportunity given to Les Bois 
Park in these historical racing machines, I guarantee that to you today.” He said, “After 
only six months of operation at Les Bois Park we’re beginning to see how it is providing 
economic relief. … Historical horse racing will save live racing and the industry in 
Idaho.” 

Jim Bernard, who operates the Double Down Betting Bar in Idaho Falls, one of three 
locations in Idaho now offering the “instant racing” machines, said it allows him to 
compete with the nearby Shoshone-Bannock Tribes casino on their reservation. “With 
those guys functioning 900 machines just down from me, of course, we give people 
options,” he said. “I think we at least deserve a fair opportunity to compete for these 
dollars.” 

Nathan Small, chairman of the Sho-Bans’ Fort Hall Business Council, told the senators, 
“When Idaho was considering tribal gaming, there were years of discussion, years … 
and lots of public input. … When this decision was ultimately made to have limited 
operations and confine it to the reservations in Idaho, it was done with the knowledge 
that every interest group had adequate and multiple opportunities to be heard. In the 
case of instant racing, it doesn’t appear that that was done.” 

He said, “We are heavily regulated. We are required also to do background checks for 
our employees in our gaming operation,” and prohibited by their compact with the state 
from using a vendor to operate their gaming. “It does not appear to me that there is 
anywhere close to this type of regulations on these instant racing casinos,” he said. 



Small noted that the chief regulator of instant racing in Idaho, former state Racing 
Commission Executive Director Frank Lamb, abruptly resigned this month after news 
surfaced that he’d been a paid lobbyist for a company operating instant racing machines 
in Wyoming while regulating them here in Idaho. “When you do a background check, 
you find out these kinds of things,” he said. 

Okuniewicz told the senators, “A repeal is awfully Draconian. … That hole can’t be filled 
in any other way. There are ways to address games and those sorts of things without 
going to the extent of repealing the bill. We don’t want to throw out the baby with the 
bathwater.” 

He said, “Without it, the industry is just not going to make it.” 

The committee will continue its hearing on Wednesday morning; Chairman Curt 
McKenzie, R-Nampa, said only about half of those who had signed up to speak had 
gotten to on Monday morning. McKenzie said the panel likely will vote on the bill on 
Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Greyhound Park manager says without instant racing, park 

would shut down 
Mon., Feb. 9, 2015 

By Betsy Z. Russell 

betsyr@spokesman.com 

(208) 336-2854 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2015/feb/09/greyhound-park-manager-says-

without-instant-racing-park-would-shut-down/  

Doug Okuniewicz, manager of the Greyhound Park Event Center in Post Falls, told 
lawmakers this morning at the “instant racing” repeal hearing, “These are not slot 
machines. … They’re using pari-mutuel pools, the players are playing against each 
other.” He said, “A repeal is awfully Draconian. … That hole can’t be filled in any other 
way. There are ways to address games and those sorts of things without going to the 
extent of repealing the bill. We don’t want to throw out the baby with the bathwater. … 
Without it, the industry is just not going to make it. Historical racing is ... well on the way 
to helping live racing in Idaho be great.” 

He said if lawmakers passed the repeal bill, it is “Certainly going to result in us closing 
our doors.” The Greyhound Park Event Center installed the instant racing betting 
machines last year; it’s never had live horse racing, but is the former site of now-banned 
live dog racing in Idaho. Since live dog racing ended, the center has been 
“grandfathered in” under state law to conduct betting on simulcasts of races conducted 
elsewhere. 
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Park Needs Machines To Survive 
Mon., Feb. 9, 2015 

Huckleberries Online 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/hbo/2015/feb/09/park-needs-machines-survive/  

 

Doug Okuniewicz, manager of the Greyhound Park Event Center in Post Falls, told 

lawmakers this morning at the “instant racing” repeal hearing, “These are not slot 

machines. … They’re using pari-mutuel pools, the players are playing against each 

other.” He said, “A repeal is awfully Draconian. … That hole can’t be filled in any other 

way. There are ways to address games and those sorts of things without going to the 

extent of repealing the bill. We don’t want to throw out the baby with the bathwater. … 

Without it, the industry is just not going to make it. Historical racing is ... well on the way 

to helping live racing in Idaho be great”/Betsy Russell, Eye on Boise. 
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Greyhound Park says it depends on instant racing machines 
Tue., Feb. 10, 2015 

By Betsy Z. Russell betsyr@spokesman.com(208) 336-2854 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/feb/10/greyhound-park-says-it-depends-on-

instant-racing/  

BOISE – The manager of the Greyhound Park Event Center in Post Falls told Idaho 
lawmakers Monday that the park will shut down if they repeal the law that allowed slot 
machine-like “instant racing” terminals to be installed there last spring. 

“I don’t see any other future for the location, other than some sort of retail,” Doug 
Okuniewicz said after a Senate committee hearing on the repeal bill, which will continue 
on Wednesday. “We’ve been operating at a loss for years. … with the hope that one 
day we could get legislative approval to expand gaming and … maybe keep the place 
kicking.” 

The Greyhound Park, which Okuniewicz said employs about 15 people, opened in 1988 
for live greyhound racing, but that ended in 1995 after allegations of abuse of dogs and 
big financial losses at the track, which at its peak employed 200 people. In 1996, Idaho 
lawmakers outlawed dog racing, saying it was a mistake to approve it in the first place, 
but the park was “grandfathered in” and allowed to continue to conduct betting on 
simulcasts, or broadcasts of races conducted elsewhere. 

In 1998, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe wanted to buy the park and turn it into a casino, but 
then-Gov. Phil Batt said no, saying gaming should remain on tribal reservations. 

Okuniewicz said the Greyhound Park, which also hosts events, has struggled. “We 
haven’t been profitable for seven to 10 years,” he said. “It’s a single-purpose kind of 
building. It was built specifically for racing.” 

Recently, he said, “It’s been less and less of a going concern each year.” 

Betting on simulcasts of races was initially enough to keep the park in the black, he 
said. “But the simulcasting business has been eroded over the years for a number of 
reasons, one being that you can now gamble on the Internet.” The other, he said, is 
competition from other gambling options, including tribal casinos. 
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Idaho lawmakers in 2013 voted to allow betting on “historical horse racing,” defined as 
similar to simulcasts but involving randomly selected races that already have occurred. 
They were surprised to see the machines show up this year looking and sounding like 
slot machines. 

Now, the Legislature is holding a hearing on new legislation to repeal the 2013 law; SB 
1011 was proposed by the Coeur d’Alene Tribe. Helo Hancock, legislative affairs liaison 
for the tribe, showed the Senate State Affairs Committee videos of the machines now in 
use. In the videos, the player pushed a button, music played and cherries spun, and the 
player won or lost; then the process was repeated. 

“You can be paid without even picking a horse,” he said. “The machines we see today 
at the racinos in Idaho are not what were presented to the Idaho Legislature two years 
ago. They’re not legal, and they must be stopped.”  

Backers of Idaho’s horse racing industry filled the hearing to oppose the bill; a share of 
the proceeds goes to prop up the dwindling industry. 

Famed Idaho jockey Gary Stevens was among those speaking. He won his first race at 
Boise’s Les Bois Park at the age of 16, and went on to become one of the most 
successful jockeys in history, as well as an actor and sports commentator. 

“I do not want Les Bois Park to stand vacant,” Stevens told the senators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Greyhound Park Needs Slots 
Tue., Feb. 10, 2015 

Huckleberries Online 
 

https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/hbo/2015/feb/10/greyhound-park-needs-slots/  

The manager of the Greyhound Park Event Center in Post Falls told Idaho lawmakers 

Monday that the park will shut down if they repeal the law that allowed slot machine-like 

“instant racing” terminals to be installed there last spring. “I don’t see any other future 

for the location, other than some sort of retail,” Doug Okuniewicz said after a Senate 

committee hearing on the repeal bill, which will continue on Wednesday. “We’ve been 

operating at a loss for years. … with the hope that one day we could get legislative 

approval to expand gaming and … maybe keep the place kicking.” The Greyhound 

Park, which Okuniewicz said employs about 15 people, opened in 1988 for live 

greyhound racing, but that ended in 1995 after allegations of abuse of dogs and big 

financial losses at the track, which at its peak employed 200 people/Betsy Russell, 

SR. More here. (SR file photo: Greyhound Park and Event Center General Manager 

Doug Okuniewicz talked about the park’s new instant horse racing terminals) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/hbo/
https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/hbo/2015/feb/10/greyhound-park-needs-slots/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/feb/10/greyhound-park-says-it-depends-on-instant-racing/


 

 

 

 

‘Instant racing’ machines go dark after ruling 
Fri., Sept. 11, 2015 

By Betsy Z. Russell 

betsyr@spokesman.com 

(208) 336-2854 

 

https://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2015/sep/11/instant-racing-machines-go-dark-

after-ruling/  

Slot machine-like “instant racing” machines have stopped their whirring, flashing and 
dinging and gone silent across the state today, as Idaho Secretary of State Lawerence 
Denney certified into law SB 1011, the bill that overwhelmingly passed the Legislature 
to repeal authorization for the gambling machines. The Idaho Supreme Court yesterday 
ruled that Gov. Butch Otter’s belated attempt to veto the repeal bill in April, which wasn’t 
delivered back to the Idaho Senate until after the five-day deadline set by the Idaho 
Constitution, wasn’t valid. 

“Following notification this afternoon that the Secretary of State had certified SB 1011, 
Les Bois Park shut down its historical horse racing facility and laid off the 80 employees 
involved in those operations,” John Sheldon, president of Treasure Valley Racing, 
operator of Les Bois Park near Boise, said in a statement. “While our Turf Club 
restaurant, bar and simulcast wagering area remain open at this time, we are assessing 
the future viability of operating Les Bois Park and conducting a live meet next year.” 

Doug Okuniewicz, head of Coeur d’Alene Racing LLC, operator of the Greyhound Park 
Event Center in Post Falls, was out of the office until Monday and couldn’t be reached 
for comment, but the 35 machines there have been turned off. The third location for the 
gambling machines, the Double Down Betting Bar & Grill in Idaho Falls, had its license 
suspended by the state Racing Commission less than a week ago for failing to obtain 
county approval before opening the off-track betting parlor. At the time, Double Down's 
operators said they planned to continue operating while they appealed the suspension, 
but that was before yesterday's court ruling. 

Melissa Bernard, co-owner of Double Down, told the Associated Press she laid off a 
dozen employees today, just hours after turning off the parlor’s 40 instant racing 
machines. "We're devastated," she said. 
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